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Introduction
Since the fall of man in the garden of Eden God
had promised that one day a Deliverer, or
Messiah would be born that would defeat the
serpent, Satan. God had promised that this
Messiah would be born in Israel and more
specifically, through the lineage of king David. All
of Israel looked for this day in anticipation of
great revival and a reign of peace and prosperity.

However, due to a dependence on religious
leaders who had a misunderstanding of Bible
prophecy, very few in Israel recognized the
Messiah when he appeared. This in spite of the
fact that God had given great precision in the
prophecies so that the Messiah’s identity would
not be missed or a false messiah mistaken for
the true.

Details

Read Daniel 9:24-27. There are many
prophecies in Scripture, along with the entire
sanctuary, with its sacrifices and feast days
which all point to the Messiah and his ministry of
salvation. In this particular lesson we will
investigate one of these prophecies as well as
briefly touch on the festival of Passover.
Combined, these two historical signposts will
enable us to identify the exact time and identity
of the Messiah.

The 70 week prophecy of Daniel 9 is actually a
portion of a much longer time prophecy found in
Daniel 8, which we will study later. This prophecy
of 70 weeks reveals an event within the
sanctuary service upon which all of human
history and the kingdom of God hinges. The
prophecy centers around the Messiah and His
work of salvation and establishing His kingdom.

In this lesson we will discover the amazing
accuracy of this prophecy and this will give us
confidence that the much longer prophecy of
Daniel 8, will be fulfilled with the same precision.

But before we dive into it, there are a few Biblical
principles we need to keep in mind. First, we
need to allow Scripture to interpret itself, thus
guarding against any private interpretation, as
2Peter 1:20 warns. Second, for prophecies
involving time elements, we must use the ‘day/
year’ principle given in Numbers 14:34 and
Ezekiel 4:6. According to the principle, one
prophetic day is equal to one literal year.

With these tools in mind, let's dig into this
amazing prophecy that reveals the time, and
thus the identity of the Messiah. For clarity, we’ll
take it phrase by phrase.
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Study Questions

Daniel 9:24 (A) Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city

1. Who is speaking these words to Daniel? Daniel 9:21,22

2. How many weeks does this prophecy include? Daniel 9:24

3. Using the prophetic day/year principle, what is the total calculated length of this prophecy?
Numbers 14:34

Note: Seventy prophetic weeks is 70 x 7 days per week = 490 prophetic days. In Bible
prophecy, one day is equal to one literal year. Therefore, 490 days is a literal 490 years in total. Also,
the word “determined” in Daniel 9:24, is translated from a root word meaning “to cut off”. This 490
prophetic days is cut off from the 2300 days in Daniel 8. (We will investigate this longest prophecy in
the Bible in a future study.)

4. This prophecy applies to a specific group of people. Who is this group that is referred to as ‘thy
people’? Daniel 9:20

5. This prophecy applies to a specific city. What city is ‘thy holy city’? Isaiah 52:1
Note: The angel Gabriel is speaking to Daniel when he says “thy holy city”. Daniel was from

Jerusalem. The only city ever referred to in the old testament as “holy”, is Jerusalem.

Daniel 9:24 (B) ..to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision
and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

Note: This is a brief summary of the events that were to be fulfilled by the Messiah, during this
specified 490 year prophetic time period. His work would be to reconcile mankind to God and make
provision for each person to be saved if they would choose to. By the accuracy of the fulfillment of
this 70 week prophecy, we may have confidence that the remainder of the much longer prophecy of
Daniel 8, will likewise be fulfilled with the same accuracy.

Daniel 9:25 (A) “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem...”

6. The command referred to here includes what two directives concerning Jerusalem?

Note: This marks the starting point in time for the prophecy. There were several decrees given by
the Persian Kings, allowing the Jews in Persia to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple and the
city. However, only one of these decrees made provision for rebuilding the city as well as restoring
civil authority. This decree, described in Ezra 7, was made by Artaxerxes in his 7th year of reign,
which is the year 457 BC. So, 457 BC is our beginning point for the prophecy.

Daniel 9:25 (B) “... unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two
weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.
The rebuilding of Jerusalem, along with restoring the civil authority is recorded in the books of Ezra
and Nehemiah and was indeed accomplished in very troublous times.

7. In this passage the Messiah is also referred to as the
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8. Now, the prophetic time span given here to identify the time of the Messiah, is a combined 69
weeks. What is the time span in literal years?
69 weeks x 7 days per week =_______ prophetic days, which = _______ literal years.

Note: So, from our beginning date of 457 BC, we count 483 years, which brings us to an
apparent 26 AD, mathematically. But since there is no zero year between 1 BC and 1 AD, we must
add one year to get the correct date, which brings us to the year 27 AD. According to this prophecy,
we should find the promised Messiah in the year 27 AD.

Now there were many people alive in 27 AD. So, before we search for the Messiah in 27 AD, there
are some other significant events predicted in Scripture that help reveal His identity. Isaiah 40:3-5
describes a messenger who will prepare the way of the Lord, and Luke repeats this prophecy.

9. Who was this messenger? Luke 3:2,3

10. Did Zacharias and Elisabeth learn, prior to her pregnancy, that they were going to have a child?
Luke 1:11-13

Note: Just like Abraham and Sarah(Genesis 18), and also Manoah and his wife(Judges 13) of
old, Zachariah and Elizabeth were visited by a messenger from heaven that promised them a child.
When God sends a messenger to announce the birth of a child, it is a special child indeed.

11. What special attribute would this promised child have, even from birth? Luke 1:15

Note: Just six months after John’s birth, a child was born whose miraculous conception and
birth were not only predicted in Scripture, but both events are announced by messengers from
heaven.

12. Shortly after John began his ministry of preparing the way of the Lord, whom did he declare to be
the Lamb of God? John 1:36.

13. What did John declare that this Lamb of God would do? John 1:29

14. The Passover lamb must be without spot or blemish, which was a symbol of sin. Was Jesus
without sin? Hebrews 4:14,15

15. What kind of woman will bring forth this child? Isaiah 7:14

16. The angel Gabriel appears to Mary, who was a , thus fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah.
Luke 1:26-38

17. The angel Gabriel appears to both Mary and Joseph individually, instructing them to name the
child . Luke 1:30,31, Matthew 1:18-21

18. Isaiah 7:14 states that the Messiah will be called Immanuel. What does this title mean? Matthew
1:23

Amessenger
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Conclusion
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Note: Micah 5:2 states that this ruler born in Bethlehem was from “everlasting”, indicating that
Jesus, born in Bethlehem is somehow more than a mere man, He is ‘God with us’. Also, for evidence
that “Immanuel” is a title and not His actual name, compare with Isaiah 9:6.

19. Micah 5:2 predicts that the Messiah would be born in what city?

20. In what city was Jesus born? Luke 2:4-7

21. At Jesus' birth, who announced that the Messiah had arrived? Luke 2:7-14

Note: Now, Scripture does not give the date of Jesus birth, this is why angels announced the
event when it happened. This may lead us to ask, what then is the significance of 27AD that we
calculated from the prophecy? It has everything to do with the reason Jesus came to earth as a man.
It’s all about His mission to save mankind.

22. All priests of the sanctuary, symbols of the Messiah to come, could not begin this work until what
age? Numbers 4:3

23. How old was Jesus at His baptism? Luke 3::23

24. In Scripture, all those who were to serve in the sanctuary were anointed with oil, a symbol of the
Holy Spirit. Was Jesus anointed with the Holy Spirit at the time of His baptism? Luke 3:21,22

Note: It was the year 27 AD when Jesus came to the Jordan river to be baptized by John and was
anointed by the Holy Spirit. How do we know this was the actual date of this event? History confirms it
through the multiple markers given in Luke 3:1,2. The only year that all of the rulers mentioned were
in office at the same time was 27 AD. This date marked the beginning of Jesus’ ministry as Messiah
and fulfilled this critical portion of Daniel's prophecy.

Thus far we see that this prophecy, point by point,
is precise in describing exactly what was to come
in the life of the Messiah. The final week of this

prophecy is equally accurate, as we will see in
the next study.


